
General care and maintenance 
 
Established roses are relatively drought tolerant, 
but newly planted roses need a thorough, deep 
watering once or  twice a week.  Apply enough 
water to penetrate at least 4 to 6 inches into the 
soil.  It is best to water roses in the morning and 
keep as much moisture off the foliage as possi-
ble.  This helps to reduce disease. 
 
Fertilize your roses at least twice a year with a 
slow release fertilizer.  The first application can 
be in February to early March.  Read the label 
on the fertilizer for directions on when your next 
application should be.  Do not fertilize after the 
first of September to avoid winter growth. 
 

Ever blooming roses can be pruned from late 
January to mid February.  A lighter pruning can 
be done again in the fall.  Once blooming roses 
can be pruned after the flowers face in mid  
summer.  And always wear long sleeved shirts, 
gloves, and use a sharp pruner that makes 
clean cuts. 

It is the purpose of the demonstration garden 
to create an environment that informs our 
community and illustrates environmentally 
sound methods of gardening in an atmos-
phere of collaboration and enrichment.  
 
The garden is an ongoing project demonstrat-
ing the performance of a wide variety of 
plants, efficient irrigation and reduced chemi-
cal usage. Plants included are natives, trialed, 
and not commonly grown in this area.  
 
 
 

Please visit the gardens again soon.  
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Rosa ‘Natchitoches Noisette’ — a pink, noisette 
found rose (a found rose has been found in an old 
cemetery or homestead, the origin is unknown)  
 
Rosa ‘Mrs. Dudley 
Cross’ — 1907, a 
yellow, a mostly thorn 
less tea rose 
 
Rosa ‘Valentine’ — 
1951, a red floribunda 
 
Rosa ‘Eutin’ — 1940, 
a bright red floribunda 
rose 
 
 

Plan to plant 
 

When planning your own rose bed, there are sev-
eral things to keep in mind. 
 
Roses cannot be planted in partly shaded areas.  
They require 6 to 8 hours of direct sunlight a day.  
If they do receive any shade, it would ideally be a 
little afternoon shade.  The morning sun they re-
ceive is vital to drying out the foliage early in the 
day.  This reduces disease problems. 
 
Roses also require excellent drainage.  Avoid 
planting them in low lying areas that stay wet.  
Plant your roses in a raised bet at least 12 inches 
deep.  They do not like wet feet! 
 
Choose a high quality  soil mix rich in composted 
organic matter.  Mulch well with preferably pine 
straw. 
 
And finally, plant your roses where you can enjoy 
their beauty from indoors.  Plant them along walk-
ways, patios, and entrances so you can smell the 
beautiful aroma as you walk through your yard.  
Invite others to come into the garden so your 
roses can see them! 

Tea roses are popular for their large blooms and 
their fragrance is that of dried tea leaves. 
 
Floribunda roses bloom  freely and bloom in clus-
ters.  They are a cross between polyantha and tea 
roses. 
 
Noisette roses are the first or originate in the United 
States.  They also bloom in clusters. 
 
Polyanthus roses are dwarf hybrid roses which 
bloom in clusters. 

 

What you see….. 
 
Bed 9a 
Rosa ‘Marie Pavie’ — 1889, a pale pink, fragrant poly-
antha rose 
 
Rosa ‘Gruss an Aachen’ — 1909, a pink floribunda 
rose. 
 
Rosa ‘Knock Out’ — 1999, a red shrub rose  (photo  on  
left) 
 
Rosa ‘Zepherine’ — 1868, a climbing Bourbon rose with 
dark pink blooms 
 
Rosa ‘Sombreuil’ — 1850, a climbing, white, fragrant 
rose. 
 
Rosa ‘Crepescule’ — 1904, a climbing, apricot and yel-
low rose (photo on back panel) 
 
Bed 9b 
Rosa ‘Ducher’ — 1860, a white China rose 
 
Rosa ‘Cramosi Superior’ — 1832, a red, fragrant, 
China rose  
 
Rosa ‘Duchess de Brabant’ — 1857, a pink, fragrant 
tea rose (this was Teddy Roosevelt’s favorite in the 
White House rose bed.  He used them as boutonnieres) 
(photo right) 
 
Rosa ‘Old Blush’’ — 1752, a pink China rose 

Lafayette Parish Master Gardener Association 

“Welcome to my garden, 
my roses would like to see you”  

 
This quote, from an 18th century Irish playwright, 
Richard Sheridan,  expresses our thoughts per-
fectly as we welcome you to our Master Gar-
dener Rose Bed.  The rose bed is made up of 
mostly older garden roses.  The rose name and 
year it was introduced by the American Rose So-
ciety is posted in front of each rose. 

 
Some of the roses are 
considered antique 
roses.  An antique rose 
is any rose introduced 
before 1867, although 
some consider any 
rose 75 years or older 
as antique.  The older 
garden roses are 
hardy, more disease 
resistant, have a true 
rose small, and muted 
pastel color.  They 
grow in an unremark-
able shrub form, and 
are not bred for long 

stems as the more modern roses are.  Roses are 
also classified as bourbon, China, tea, floribunda, 
noisette and polyanthus. 
 
Bourbon roses originated from the Isle Bourbon 
(now called Reunion) in the Indian Ocean.  The 
blooms are highly fragrant and beautifully formed. 
 
China roses originated in China and grew there 
long before Europeans planted roses.  China 
roses bloom 8 to 10 months out of the year and 
adapt well to our climate. 
 


